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The School of Forestry at the University of Montana has been granted continued 
accreditation to teach professional forestry for one year by the Council of the 
Society of American Foresters, President Richard C. Bowers announced. The 
accreditation was granted by unanimous vote of the council at a meeting in St.
Louis, Mo., Oct. 22.
The reaccreditation of the school will be considered at the next annual meeting 
of the council, in October 1979.
President Bowers said that in the interim the University must provide evidence 
of having implemented a positive plan of action that will bring the school into 
conformance with SAF standards for professional accreditation. A major requirement 
is for additional financial support.
The report of the four-member SAF accreditation team that visited the campus 
in April 1978 cites many strengths of the UM forestry program and also points to some 
"opportunities for improvement."
"The University of Montana has a demonstrated record of academic excellence 
which is adequately reflected in the programs of the School of Forestry," according 
to the report.
"In developing programs in professional forestry," the report continues, "the 
School of Forestry has taken good advantage of the University's strengths in arts 
and sciences. The breadth and diversity of the forestry curriculum reflect the 
liberal arts flavor of the instittution."
-more-
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Other strengths attributed to the school by the accreditation team are the 
location of the University in a forest and range environment that provides excellent 
opportunities for field instruction and research, the proximity of forest industries 
and public forestry agencies, the quality of the students and the faculty, and the 
quality of forestry research programs.
The report calls for immediate attention to providing to the school "funding 
which is proportional to the magnitude of its teaching program and reflects the 
higher cost of forestry education programs as compared to those in arts and sciences.
Forestry Dean Benjamin Stout noted that the school has a higher student-faculty 
ratio than that stipulated by the SAF standards.
The report credits the school with improving the amount and quality of 
facilities since a previous accreditation visit but says "there is still substantial 
need for more physical space." In a reference to the school's outdoor experimental 
facility for students, the report says, "Better facilities at Lubrecht Forest are 
also needed to take full advantage of this outstanding resource."
